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Fri, Jan 15, 8:00 pm EST
State Theatre Nj, New Brunswick

Fri, Jan 15, 9:30 am EST
St. Margaret's Church, Morristown

Thu, Jan 14, 7:30 pm EST
The David H. Koch Theater, New York
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Harding man goes from the board room
to the poverty of Uganda

Posted: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 10:10 am
By PHIL GARBER, Managing Editor | 0 comments
HARDING TWP. – It’s been a journey of contrasts that has taken William Spoor from the gridiron
of Penn State University to the board room of Goldman Sachs and now to the abject poverty of
Uganda.

The New Vernon man and his family left on Sunday, Aug. 18,  for several weeks and their latest
mission to the Ugandan village of Pakwach.

Spoor, 43, has been to Africa more than 16 times but it is the first trip for his children, Tietjen, 11,
Annika, 10, Elsa, 8, and Danya, 6.

The family planned to camp in the countryside, avoiding the roads as much as possible. The area is
2,000 feet above sea level with a very hilly terrain that is home to mountain gorillas and subsistence
farmers.

“My biggest focus is keeping off the roads,” Spoor said. “They are the most dangerous places in
Africa.”

Spoor and his wife, Elke, have been involved in development work in Africa since 1995 when they
began paying school costs for an 8-year-old Ugandan girl, Doreen Niwanani. The girl is now 26 and
teaches in her native village of Nharuhanga in southwest Uganda.

Nharuhanga is located near the border of Rawanda, Uganda and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, about 30 kilometers north of Kabale, near the Impenetrable Forest National Park.

It is a place of subsistence farming, without electricity or plumbing, where some are lucky enough
to have shoes and mattresses.

The Spoors have since returned to Africa more than 15 times, helping other children with medical
and dental needs and more. They also run an educational enrichment program to tutor local kids.

“One time we got so overwhelmed with the need and realized we needed to do something much more
organized,” Spoor said.

They started a non-profit foundation in 2008, Happy Valley Uganda or HVU, and funded it with
their own money and help from a few foundations. The foundation has bought 60 acres in Pakwach
where they plan to build a Christian school for 120 boys and 120 girls in six classes of 20 boys and
20 girls each.

They also plan to build an athletic facility including a field house and athletic fields and a medical
clinic for the children.

Spoor graduated from Pennsylvania State University in 1992 where he played for Coach Joe
Paterno in the Kick-Off Classic, the Holiday Bowl, the Blockbuster Bowl and the Fiesta Bowl.
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Mon, Jan 11, 9:00 am EST
Morris Animal Inn, Morristown

Fri, Jan 08, 4:00 pm EST
The Peck School, Morristown
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He earned a bachelor of science degree in finance and a minor in environmental resource
management.

Spoor went on to earn a master’s degree from the J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Business at
Northwestern University in 1995. He was a managing director in the Global Markets and
Investment Banking Group at Merrill Lynch in New York City for 12 years.

Since 2007 he has worked in New York City at Goldman Sachs as a managing director in the
Leveraged Finance Group.

Spoor also runs a small sheep farm in New Vernon  and is a commercial, instrument and multi-
engine rated pilot. The Spoors are members of The Presbyterian Church of New Providence.

The National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame also recently named Spoor as the 2013
Distinguished American Award winner at a banquet held in April at the Madison Hotel in
Morristown.

Elke Spoor graduated from Gordon College in 1990 with bachelor of arts degree in English and a
minor in history. She also has a master’s degree in education from Lesley College. She has been
involved in missionary teaching in the Philippines and Paraguay.

Posted in Observer-Tribune News on Wednesday, August 28, 2013 10:10 am.
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